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Boston closed file contains reference to DR. JOHN EDWARD MACK being 
listed upon a 1966 mailing list for MASSACHUSETTS PAX, an anti-war 
organization, active during the 1960s (BS 100-34826). Additionally, he 
is listed on a list of Doctors apparently active in the Civil Rights Move¬ 
ment during the 1960s (BS 157-241). MACK is also subject of BS closed file 
105-1408 which was open upon receipt of information that a MR. MACK from 
Harvard University was included on a list of students who were to travel 
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This matter was closed when 
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Political Repression (NAARPR). 
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No additional information, other than what 
is known to Boston, was located in FBIHQ indices 
on JOHN EDWARD MACK, born 10/4/29. 
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JOHN E. MACK, M.D. is Professor of Psychology, CENTER FOR 
PSYCHOLOGICAL STUDIES IN THE NUCLEAR AGE, HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL, 
CAMBRIDGE HOSPITAL, 1493 Cambridge (St./Ave.?); telephone; 617-497-1553 
In the Jan.-Feb., 1987 issue of HARVARD MAGAZINE, XaCK and his 
associate, RICHARD CHASIN, M.D., published an article entitled, "ACTION 
AND ACADEMIA IN THE NUCLEAR AGE." / 
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NfW HAMPSHIRE SUNDAY NEWS, Manchester (N.H.) — Sunday, February 22 , 1987 


Amerika the Unbeautiful 


T he screening by ABC of a tele¬ 
vision show that depicts what 
life would be like under Soviet 
occupation has evoked primal 
shrieks of indignation, of 
which an essay in The New York 
Times by John E. Mack is representa¬ 
tive Mr Mack is Identified as (brace 
yourself) “academic director of the 
Center for Psychologi¬ 
cal Studies in the Nu¬ 
clear Age, which is 
connected with the de¬ 
partment of psychia¬ 
try, an affiliate of the 
Harvard Medical 
School at Cambridge 
Hospital ” Mr Mack 
objects to “Amerika” 
on the grounds that it 
induces fear and loathing of Russia by 
Americans 

Now that introduces the first — 
and foremost — misunderstanding, 
known in logic as the “fallacy of divi¬ 
sion ” Although all Soviets are Rus¬ 
sians, it does not follow that all Rus¬ 
sians are Soviets . For convenience, 
we here designate “Soviets” as will¬ 
ing instruments of Soviet policies. 
These policies are best summarized 
as the maintenance of a totalitarian 
state at home, with the ambition to ex¬ 
tend totalitarian control abroad. It 
does not follow that fear and loathing 
of the Soviets as here distinguished, is 
the same thing as fear and loathing of 
the Russian people The former are 
people like Stalin, Andropov and Gor¬ 
bachev The latter are people like Bar¬ 
yshnikov, Rostropovich and Solzhen¬ 
itsyn 

It is perhaps easier to focus on 
this distinction if we remind ourselves 
that the principal victims of the So¬ 
viets are Russians. The population of 
the Gulag Archipelago, which reached 
about 12 million at its peak, was over¬ 
whelmingly Russian (“Russian” here 



William F. Buckley Jr. 


defined as people who reside within 
the borders of the Union of Soviet So¬ 
cialist Republics, never mind whether 
the U S S R. has claim to such as Lat¬ 
via, Estonia, Lithuania, or, for that 
matter, the Ukraine). t 

Mr. Mack complains that the 
creators of “Amenka,” in that they 
depict raping and killing and massa¬ 
cre, are indulging “in familiar Rus- 
sian-Nazi stereotypes,” and that the 
“most malignant" of these “is the 
idea that the Kremlin’s purpose is to 
crush all independent thinking and 
bring about the ’final solution to the 
American problem 

Well, yes, actually. 

What is a “stereotyped” front-line 
Soviet agent 7 We received reports 
from the Afghan front a few months 
ago that the latest ploy of the Soviet 
army there was to plant explosives m 
children’s toys and drop them in cen¬ 
ters of resistance — to take care, so to 
speak, of incipient juvenile delin¬ 
quents That would strike this observ¬ 
er as at the very least a venture m dis¬ 
couraging independent thinking. Now 
who gave those instructions? A Soviet 
stereotype? Or a flesh-and-blood So¬ 
viet general, working under the tight 
command structure — that is, work¬ 
ing for the Kremlin? 

And if a “final solution” to the 
problem of America is not an ambition 
of the command structure of the So¬ 
viet state why do the Soviets squat 
there with 12,000 nuclear missiles 7 
One nuclear missile would be quite 
enough to deal with the producers of 
“Amenka.” Mr. Mack quotes George 
Kennan as saying that the Soviet lead¬ 
ership (as Mack puts it) “does not 
wish, intend or have the capability to 
occupy the United States.” That is a 
24-karat half-truth. 


The Soviet Union’s lack of desire 
to “occupy the United States” is Ex¬ 
clusively an aspect of its incapacity td 
occupy the United States. But it does 
desire to dominate American policy, 
and to do this by an admixture of 
strength and intimidation. If the day 
should come when that were to hap¬ 
pen, there would be a prevalence of 
the Soviet will over U S. policy; yes, 
the satellization of the United States. 
Say it can’t happen, but do not ever 
say it is not willed by Soviet leader¬ 
ship. * 

As the logic of the wheel is to turn, 
so the logic of Soviet policy is to re¬ 
duce the United States to satellite sta¬ 
tus. And if that were to happen, life in 
the United States would be pretty 
much as depicted in “Amenka,” nev¬ 
er mind that the agents of repression 
would be predominantly Amencan, 
not Cuban. There are less than 20,000 
Soviets m Cuba, but no political pris¬ 
oner rotting in the Isle of Pmes cares 
much for the racial pedigree of his op¬ 
pressors. 

Mr. Mack reports that a Soviet 
“journalist” (that’s the equivalent of 
referring to a “Department of De¬ 
fense journalist”), shown a preview of 
ABC’s “Amenka” in Lincoln, Neb., 
wrote about it in “a Moscow newspa¬ 
per.” What he wrote was, “Feeling 
hurt and hateful, I silently cried in the 
hushed cinema.” The Soviet journal¬ 
ist, if he cned in the hushed cinema 
did so either a) because he was told by : 
the KGB to cry; or b) because he saw, < 
re-enacted, the barbanties routinely 
committed by the regime he lives m* 
der About this, we should all cryt 
while keeping our powder dry. To 
make certain we won’t ever have the 
same things here to cry about. 

C 1917, Universal Press Syndicate 
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